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Rotten Richie and the Ultimate Dare by Patricia Polacco.  Philomel Books, 2006

Siblings Richie and Tricia have a contest to see whether hockey or ballet is more challenging.  Realistic fiction.

Classroom Connections:
Explore sibling relationships and families by creating family crests, drawing family trees, or designing an award for an awesome sister, brother or other family member.  Other family-related ideas can be found at A to Z Teacher Stuff:

http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/Themes/Family/index.shtml
Discussion questions:


a. Is ballet a sport?  (Why or why not?)  What do ballet (dance) and hockey (team sports) have in common?  
b. What kind of training does each require?  What makes a good dancer?  What makes someone good at sports?


c. Does your sister/brother (friend) have a hobby or activity that you are not interested in?  Would you be able to do it with him/her?  (Why or why not?)  
d. Is there a hobby or activity that you can do that most people can not?  How did you learn to do it?  How did you become interested in it?

Activity
Create a table where ballet and hockey are compared, and a table where hockey and ballet are contrasted. For everything that ballet and hockey have in common, put one “point” in the first table, and for everything that they do not, put one point in the contrasting table. Then compare the two tables to exhibit how much ballet and hockey and have in common. 
Web Sites:

The Science of Hockey

http://www.exploratorium.edu/hockey/
Explores the science behind the equipment and the skills in the game with help from the San Jose Sharks.

Studio to Stage

http://www.the-ballet.com/studiostage.php
An introduction to ballet—exercises, wardrobe, history, and more.

